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DAYTON SUMMERFEST 2025 A SUCCESS 
ROTARY CLUB OF DAYTON CELEBRATED COMMUNITY AND SHARED IMPACT, 

AWARDED IRV BIESER PEACE AWARD TO FOOD ADVOCATE BILL EVANS  

DAYTON, Ohio – The Rotary Club of Dayton hosted Dayton Summerfest 2025 Friday, 

September 19 at Levitt Pavilion Dayton. Uniting Daytonians in celebrating community, this 

annual end-of-summer concert is free and highlights the impact our Club has in the 

community through service and philanthropy. Thanks to generous sponsors, t-shirt sales, and 

50/50 raffle ticket sales, Dayton Summerfest 2025 netted over $5,500 for the Rotary Club of 

Dayton Foundation – funds that will go directly back into the community through grants to 

local nonprofit organizations. 

Each year at Dayton Summerfest, the Rotary Club of Dayton presents its annual Irv Bieser 

Peace Award. Peace Committee Chair Carolyn Rice and Peace Ambassador Kelly Lehman 

presented this year’s award to local food insecurity advocate Bill Evans, recognizing his 

contributions to promoting peace through food throughout our community. VIDEO 

“On behalf of the Dayton Rotary Peace Committee, I am pleased today to announce we are 

recognizing Bill Evans as the 2025 recipient of the Irv Bieser Peace Award,” said Commissioner 

Rice. “Bill’s lifelong investment in our community as his small family-owned bakery, his commitment 

to addressing hunger and peace…we are so proud to have him be the recipient of this year’s 

award.” 

“I have been singular in trying to feed hungry people,” said Bill Evans. “This is what I would like the 

audience to understand…I am a small cog in a very big wheel…It takes a lot of people to do what I 

am being recognized for.”  

In addition to presenting the Irv Bieser Peace Award, the Rotary Club of Dayton also 

highlighted our Foundation Grantees for the 2024-2025 year, welcoming them to the Levitt 

stage. Daybreak, Inc. shared a mission moment and the impact of our $50,000 Signature 

Grant, awarded at Summerfest 2024 to support their efforts promoting mental health among 

transient youth. Several of the 18 organizations that received $3,000 Impact Grants were also 

on hand to be recognized. 
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Dirty Chicken and The Lumpia Queen provided food, while local vendors and nonprofit 

organizations lined the walkways to raise awareness of their causes and crafts. 

Crabswithoutlegs kicked off the music with their indie-neo-soul fusion, followed by Brass 

Tracks Band with their classic Chicago-inspired sound bringing the hits of the 60s, 70s, 80s, 

and beyond. 

Dayton Summerfest 2025 is made possible by our generous sponsors: Stage Sponsor – 

Greater Dayton RTA; Food Truck Sponsor – Dayton Children’s; Supporting Sponsor – Pickrel 

Schaeffer and Ebeling, The Hibner Family; and many Friends of Rotary. 

 

Photos of the event are available at www.DaytonSummerfest.com with more available upon 

request. 
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The Rotary Club of Dayton is the region’s largest civic service organization. The Club promotes the Dayton 
community through service and philanthropy, supporting countless nonprofit organizations throughout 

our region. The Club meets Mondays at noon at Sinclair Conference Center. 
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